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To the Church of CtrtsT meeting in 

Caſtle-Green, in the City of 1 
lately under the paſtoral Care of the 
Rev. JoszeH HoskIxs, deceaſed. 


Dear and 1 F riends, 


TY Yeart deſire, and prayer to Cod. 
for you all is, that you may be ſaved, , 
and that the King of Zion, the great re- 
pairer of the breach, may ſpeedily provide 
a ſuitable paſtor for you, who may (like the 
deceaſed) feed you with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding. It was indeed a mournful of- 
hce to pay my laſt reſpects to him in funeral 
| folemnities; and, being unexpectedly re- 
queſted to preach his funeral ſermon, (on 
account of other employments) I had but 
little time for meditation on the ſubject. As 
thediſcourſe was chiefly extemporary, a cloſe 
connexion of ideas, and great precifion of 
* cannot be expected; eſpecially as I 


a 2 E made 


7 8 


made no uſe of notes in the delivery of it. 


When by your unanimous deſire I was re- 


queſted to publiſh i, I conſented, on the 


ſuppoſition that a reverend brother had 


taken down the whole in ſhort hand. But, 
on applying to him, I found he had only 


taken a general ſketch of the ſubject. What 
he had written, however, was ſufficient to 


aſſiſt my recollection. With this help I now 


ſend the diſcourſe to you from the preſs. If 
the peruſal of it ſhould'afford you any con- 
ſolatory ideas under the preſent bereaving 


to ſubſcribe myſelf 3 


Your ſympathiſing friend, | 


and affectionate brother, 


.. 
6 * 


Bradford, 


N. P HE N E. 
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JOH N Chap. xi. ver. 11—middle part, 
Our friend Lazarus fleepeth. 


1 ſolemnities of the preſent painful ſcene: 
the flowing tears and aching hearts of this 
numerous church and congregation ; and a long 


| perſonal friendſhip with the deceaſed ; allow me 
to pay the tribute of affection, by weeping with 


thoſe who weep, and mourning with thoſe who 
mourn. With a view to improve the ſudden and 


afflictive death of a beloved brother, (whoſe re- 


mains are now before us) I amled to addreſs you 


in the words of my text. And, with a little al- 
teration, I may apply it to the preſent mournful 
_ occaſion by ſaying, Our friend Hoſkins ſleepeth. 
It is a ſweet conſideration to all who loved him, 


to think that the ſoul of our departed brother now 
enjoys reſt in Abraham's boſom, while his body 


ſleeps till the morning of the reſurredion. What 


B "> 


ET 


| & cordial does this adminiſter to mourning rela- 
tives and friends! Our text ſheds a ray of light 
| amidſt this midnight ſcene of affliction. Death 
| is a ſweet ſleep from which the body of the ſaint 
ſhall riſe to immortality. The words of Jeſus, re- 
| ſpecting Lazarus, are truly deſcriptive of the pre- 
| Fent ſtate of our amiable and excellent brother. 
1 While I review them in this connexion, I ſenſibly 


my 
— 


8 
- 
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ſympathiſe with, the afflicted widow, ſorrowing 


parents and relations, bewailing friends, and this 
[ mourning church of Chriſt, who have ſuſtained an 
unſpeakable (if not irreparable) loſs in the death 
| of this affectionate and uſeful paſtor, | 


| This city has, indeed, loſt a uſeful citizen; the 

church a faithful paſtor; the poor a conſtant friend; 

and the needy tradeſman a ready ſource of aſſiſtance. 

And when we ſee him taken from us in the midſt 
N bl his days and uſefulneſs, what can relieve us 
. more than the conſideration, that as he was faith- 
| ul unto death, ſo his divine maſter has given him 
1 a crown of life; and, that his body now enjoys a 
1 ſweet ſleep, till the immortal Jeſus ſhall ſay, 
1 Awake and ſing ye that dwell in the duſt. To 
wiſh him from this repoſe would be the greateſt 
cruelty. Can you wiſh to awake him from his 
| ſlumbers, and uſher him again into a world of ſin, 
'8 | [ubering and labour ? You cannot, when you 
throughty 


L HY 


throughly conlider - his bleſſedneſs. You cannot 


wiſh him to leave the crown of life, for a crown of 
thorns. But when the voice of the archangel, 
and the trump of God ſhall raiſe him ; then this 
corruptible, ſhall put on incorruption ; and this 
mortal, ſhall put on immortality ; and death itſelf _ 
be ſwallowed up in victory; and the body of the 


ſaint, and miniſter of Chriſt, ſhall be raiſed and 


faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious body. 


With a 1 view of theſe truths, I ſhall now 
particularly apply my text to the preſent occaſion. 


1ſt. We may conſider the perſon ſpeaking. 

2d. The perſon of whom the words are ſpoken 

3d. The title given him, Our friend. . 

4th. Reflect on what is ſaid of him — fie [leepeth, 

5th. Addreſs afflicted mourners, and all preſent, 
reſpeQing this affecting providence, which ſpeaks 
to us all, Be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour 


as ye think not of, the ſon of man cometh. 


In treating my text, I ſhall ſhew how every part 
of it may, with propriety, be accommodated to 
our departed friend. 


Firſt. It may not be amiſs to conſider, who it 


is that delivered my text. ws 
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The divine perſonage ſpeaking, is no other than 


the Son of God, who holdeth the evangelic ſtars 
in his right hand; and who is king in Zion, His 
name is Wonderful; Counfellor; the mighty God; 
the everlaſting Father; the Prince of Peace. It 
is the compaſſionate Jeſus who hath all fullneſs in 


him to ſupply our wants, as well as bowels of 


mercy to feel for his affliaed and diſtreſſed diſci- 


ples. We have a ſingular inſtance of this com- 


paſſion in the preceding verſes.” He diſcovered 


his kindneſs in viſiting Judea (the refidence of 
his afflicted friends Martha, Mary, and Lazarus) 


though diſſuaded from it by his diſciples, on ac- 


count of the inveteracy of the Jews againſt him. 
He would face any danger, or go through any 
difficulty, to diſcover his tenderneſs towards his 
afflited friends. He ſpeaks in my text, who af- 
terwards wept tears of love, at the grave of Laza- 
rus;* and thereby conſecrated the ſympathetic tear. 
A eile who kindly received and embraced, the 
weeping bereaved diſciples of John, who went and 
informed Jeſus that their maſter was cruelly be- 


headed by Herod, and his mangled body buried 
by themſelves.* Now you may imitate theſe diſ- 


treſſed diſciples, and tell the compaſſionate Jeſus 
all your forrows. He can apply the balm of Gi- 


lead, and heal the wounds made by this bereaving 


providence. 
1 Iſai, ix, 6, 7. b ver. 5—B, c ver, 33. d Mat, xiv, 12. 


. 
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providence. He can calm the tempeſt. and ſay to 


the waves, peace be ſtill, My text is ſpoken by 
him who hath the government of all things on his 
ſhoulders ; who appoints the ſtations of his mi- 


niſters, allots their labours, fixes the bounds of 


their habitations, and is a wall of fire round about 
his church, and the glory in the midſt of it. He 
who has all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge 
in him, yea all the fulneſs of the godhead, ſays 
for the comfort of his miniſters and univerſal 
church, Lo I am with you always, even to the 
end of the world.” He ſpeaks, who is full of grace 
and truth, and who feels for you under the ſetting 
of that glittering ſtar which ſhone amongſt you for 


a ſeaſon; but who is now gone to ſhine in the 
_ celeſtial kingdom, agreeable to his dying declara- 
tion. Thus the ſcripture is verified, for they that 


be wiſe (or teachers) ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 


of the firmament ; and, they that turn many to 
righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever.* He ſpeaks, 


who encouraged your departed paſtor in his flight 
to glory with theſe words, on which his laſt and 


dying addreſs to you was founded, Then ſhall the 


righteous ſhine forth as the ſun, in the kingdom of 
their father.“ But we muſt paſs 


Bg Secondly, 


e Dan. xii, g. f Mat. xi, 43+ 


7 


— * . 
tn, A ap <A x SC Sant” ro DPF 


r Ws 1 7 
Er 
2 
d ” 2 — — 


* * 
. ————— ⁵— mM... 7§«1ẽiÜ. IS — 
el * renn — * * 


bn de. 
ol HW A 


n ; * 


[ 7 
' : 
«4 , 


Secondly. To the perſon of whom the words 


are ſpoken. The hiſtory of Lazarus, which we 


have in this and the following chapter, has ſtruck 
me ſo forcibly as being truly charaQeriſtic of our 


departed friend, that I beg your attention, while 
I apply the intereſting parts of it to the deceaſed. 


And, as I may here exhibit ſome of his amiable 


and excellent qualifications and purſuits, you will 


allow me to be ſomewhat particular. Permit me, 
however, before I begin, to guard againſt being 
miſunderſtood, as if I were about to preſent a ſin- 
leſs character. If we ſay we have no fin, we de- 


ceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. What- 


ever, therefore, you ſaw amiſs in your dear paſtor, 
avoid; but follow him, as far as he followed 
Chriſt. The richeſt ore is not without ſome alloy. 
But in characteriſing others, men are too apt to 
take the droſs, and leave the gold. In general, 


perſons have two charaQers; one from their 


friends, another from their enemies. Neither 


uprightneſs, nor even perfettion, can preſerve 


from the ſhafts of ſlander. This is evident in the 
treatment our Lord met with from the Jews. Some 
ſaid, he was a gluttonous man, and a wine bibber; 
others ſaid, he had a devil; while a third claſs, 
had the audacity to aſſert, that he caſt out devils, 
by Belzebub, the prince of the devils. Miniſters 

— — — 
g 1 John i. 8. 
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of Chriſt are ſtill a ſpeQacle to men, and are 
eſteemed as the filth of the world, and the off- 
ſcouring of all things to this day. But herein, 


we are only followers of thoſe, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſes. —In applying 


the hiſtory of Lazarus to our deceaſed friend, we 
may obſerve a fourfold ſimilarity between them. 
They were both helped of God; they were both 
beloved of Chriſt ; they were both honoured with 
intimate communion with him; and they were 


both rendered eminently uſeful in the cauſe of 


chriſtianity, | 


1. We may trace the character of the deceaſed 
in the appellation Lazarus; which ſignifies aſſiſt- 
ance of God. It was through the help of God, 
that they were both the friends and followers of 
the Son of God, amidft the rage of hell, and the 


taunts of perſecuting tongues. The departed 


(anſwerable to the name Lazarus) was helped to 


live a life of faith on the Son of God, a life de- 
voted to the cauſe of Chriſt, and the beſt intereſts 
of mankind. He preached the unſearchable riches 


of Chriſt, both in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
wherever he ſaw a door of uſefulneſs opened to 
him. As aſſiſted by God, he laboured more abun- 
dantly than us all; yet, he was ſo clothed with 


humility, that he ever adopted the words of the 


1 apoſtl e, 


E 


apoſtle, © By the grace of God I am what I am: 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me.* 
Through this aſſiſtance he poſſeſſed great aptneſs 
to teach. His ſermons were plain, yet elegant ; 
and his addreſs was ſo ſtriking and pathetic, that 
he was enabled to draw many ſouls to eſus Chriſt, 
by caſting the net of the goſpel on the right ſide 
of the ſhip. By divine help, he was a faithful 
ſhepherd over the flock of Chriſt committed to 
his care. Your minds were ſtored with divine 
truths ; your devotions were aided by his religi- 
ous poetry; and your ſouls raiſed to heaven, by 
his fervent and enlarged prayers. Nor did he 
terminate his ſervices in the public aſſemblies. He 
was enabled to ſpend his life, in acts of beneficence 
to the afflicted and neceſſitous. He ſpread a table 
for the poor, and viſited the ſick and impriſoned. 
Thus through life he was indefatigable j in his maſ- 
ter's work, improving time and talents; and, by the 


aſſiſtance of God, he died the death of the righte- 


ous, and his latter end (or reward) was like his. 


2. Lazarus and the deceaſed were both loved 
of Chriſt, e 


It was evident that Lazarus was loved by him 
from che meſſage ſent by his ſiſters to Jeſus, ver. g. 
i Lord 


h 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


181 


Lord behold he whom thou loveſt is fick.” And 
I doubt not, but many of you went with the ſame 
language to the throne of grace, during the ſhort 


ſickneſs of your late dear paſtor. He was loved 
by his divine maſter, and was conſtrained from a 


ſenſe of his love, to ſpend and be ſpent in his ſer- 
vice. In early life, Jeſus gave his holy Spirit to 


| him, to be in him as awell of water ſpringing up to 


everlaſting life. Chriſt called him out of darkneſs 
into marvellous light, endowed him with the gifts 
and graces of the holy Spirit, put him into the 
chriſtian miniſtry, and made him a poliſhed ſhaft 


in his quiver. Joſeph, was a fruitful bough, even 
a fruitful bough by a well, whoſe branches ran 


over the wall. The archers ſorely grieved him, 
and ſhot at him, and hated him; but his bow abode 
in ſtrength, and the arms of his hands were made 
ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.“ 


3. Both were admitted to ſpecial intimacy and 
communion with Jeſus Chriſt. At an entertain- 
ment made for Chriſt, Lazarus enjoyed great in- 
timacy with him.“ This ſeems to have been fre- 
quently repeated. Oh! indulged favorite of his 


maſter! And have you not ſeen evidences of 


your late paſtor's communion with the Lord of 
Life and Glory ? Has not the language of his 
—— fervour 


i Gen, xlix. 2224. k John xii. . 
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fervour in prayer been, I have found him whom 
my ſoul loveth? While his ſoul exalted in preach- 
ing to you the goſpel of the grace of God, did 


you not take knowledge of him that he had been 


with Jeſus? Have not paſtor and people fre- 


quently enjoyed ſweet communion with their di- 
vine maſter, at his ſacramental table, when his 


banner over you was love; and his fruit ſweet to 
your taſte? The ſecret communion which our 


_ departed friend had with Jeſus, was manifeſted, 


by his coming forth to you and ſaying, * What I 
have taſted and bandled of the word of life, that 


declare I unto you. He could often like Jere- 


miah ſay, I have found thy word and eaten it; 
and it was to me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart.” But what were all the pleaſures of com- 
munion with Jeſus here, compared with what he 
now enjoys in the immediate viſion of the eter- 
nal God. 


4. Both were rendered uſeful in the cauſe of 
chriſtianity. The hiſtory of Lazarus, confirms 
this idea reſpetting him. His reſurrection, was 


an irrefragable proof, that Jeſus was the true 


Meſſiah; and that with him, all things are poſſible: 
and it appears highly probable, that Lazarus was 


uſed by the Lord, as an inſtrument in converting 


many 


* 


1 Adts iv. 13, m Jerem. xv. 16. 
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many to the faith of Chriſt. This awakened the 
' reſentment of the chief prieſts, and rendered him 
obnoxious to them : for we are told in the next 
chapter, they conſulted together that they might. 
put Lazarus to death, becauſe that by reaſon of 
him, many of the Jews believed on Jeſus.” And 
our departed brother (like Lazarus) was rendered 
remarkably uſeful in the cauſe of chriſtianity. He 
was indefatigable in his labours of faith and love; 
and the great Lord of the harveſt gave him many 
ſouls for his hire. The extent of his uſefulneſs, 
will, indeed, never be fully known till the ſecond 
appearance of the Son of God ; when our friend 
will ſay, Here am I, and the children thou haſt 
given me.“ Nor, was his uſefulneſs confined ; it 
ſhone in the civil, as well as in the religious ſphere 
of action. Orphans and widows, the needy and 
afflicted, impriſoned debtors, and diſtreſſed tradeſ- 
men, found that his heart and his purſe, were al- 
ways open for their help. Nay, the flowing tears, 
and pained hearts, in this numerous aſſembly, de- 
monſtrate his great uſefulneſs. You ſenſibly feel 
your loſs. I now proceed, 


( 


Thirdly, to notice the title given to him, Our 
friend, 


What 


n John xu, 10, 10. 


14 
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What a pleaſing truth does this convey to us! 
namely, that there is an intimate friendſhip be- 
tween Jeſus Chriſt and true ſaints; and between 
the ſeveral members of his family. Man was ori- 
ginally made to enjoy the pleaſures of friendſhip 
wich heaven; but ſin ſoon interrupted theſe ſacred 
delights. Now, man is at enmity with God, by 
wicked works; and how can two walk together 


except they be agreed. In due time, therefore, 


Chriſt appeared as the great and glorious, as well as 
the only mediator between God and man; and 


| having made peace with God by the blood of his 


croſs, he reconciles us to God. And when we are 


reſtored to honourable friendſhip with heaven, by 


ſanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and 
ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus, we become fel- 
low citizens with the ſaints, and the friends of 
Jeſus Chriſt. How defirable and beneficial a re- 
lation! It is better to ſhare the friendſhip. of 
Chriſt and his people, than to ſway a royal ſceptre, 
and wear a diadem. What an honour to have an 


Intereſt in the affection of our Redeemer! How 


great the felicity to ſhare in his councils! Hence- 
forth, (ſays Jeſus) I call you not ſervants, for the 
ſervant knoweth not what his maſter doeth ; but I 


have called you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my father, I have made known to you.“ 


And 


o John xv. 15, 


[4 ] 


And true chriſtians, who are members of the ſame 
extenſive family, ſhould love as brethren; for, they 
are united to the ſame elder brother, and are en- 
gaged in the ſame intereſt, They all profeſſedly 
aim at the glory of God, and the laſting good of 
mankind. Now, therefore, as the friends of Jeſus, 
let us not only ſeek the counſel of our divine 
friend, diſcover ardent affeQtion to him, and ap- 

pear fully devoted to his honour; but let us join 
in mutual counſel, flaming love and zeal to pro- 
' mote the cauſe of religion, and make it our com- 
mon intereſt. Every man of God ſhould be ſtiled 
our friend; as every believer, is a friend of Chriſt, 
and all his true followers. Thus Abraham was 
called the friend of God, and I make no doubt, 
but that he was the friend of all that were followers 
of God as dear children. Friendſhip with Chriſt 
and with ſaints, is inſeparable, for our Lord unites 
them by ſaying our friend Lazarus. Hence it ap- 
pears, that both Lazarus and our departed brother 
were the real, devoted and faithful friends of 
Chriſt and his family on earth. This honour have 
all his ſaints. And at the death of each of them, 
every friend of Jeſus will ſay, as he did reſpect- 
ing Lazarus, Our friend ſleepeth. This leads me, 


Fourthly, to reflect on what is ſaid of Lazarus, 
eur friend Lazarus ſkeepeth, 


What 


[ſ 14 1 
0 What a pleaſing idea of death does our Lord 
; here preſent to our meditation ! It is paſt a doubt, 


1 that our Lord ſpeaks of death, under this natural 
0 image. This is plain by reading the context. 


do well. Howbeit, Jeſus ſpake of his death : but 
they thought he had ſpoken of taking reft in ſleep. 


j This image of death, was often mentioned by the 
„ ſacred writers, before the coming of our Lord; 
you vill, therefore, find, that the common phraſe 
| uſed to expreſs a perſons death, is, he /lept with 
Wl his fathers. Thus Nathan exprefſed himſelf to 


* ceed him in the throne of Iſrael, after his death. 
1 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou ſhalt 
„ ſleep with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy ſeed after 
„ thee.? Thus the righteous at their death, are ſaid 
Wilt to reſt in their beds. And our Lord having ſpoken 
of death under this pleaſing image, the apoſtles 
. | and primitive chriſtians adopted it from him. Thus 
5 it is ſaid of Stephen when ſtoned, that he fell 
þ aſleep.” And thus the apoſtle Paul deſcribes the 
| death of ſaints and martyrs, either, by their falling 
„ aſleep; or, by their ſleeping in Chriſt** Some in- 
5 deed have carried the thought too far, in dream- 
„ ing of the ſoul's ſleeping at death, as well as 

IDE the 
p 2 Sam. vii. 12. q Iſai, Ivii. 2. t Ach vii. 00, 

s 1 Cor, xv. 18. 1 Thell, iv, 14. 
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0 Then ſaid his diſciples, Lord if he fleep, he ſhall 


Then ſaid Jeſus to them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 


1 David, as aſſuring him that his ſeed ſhould ſuc- 


i 
* 
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the body; but this ſentiment appears to be ſully 
refuted by what Chriſt ſaid to the penitent thief, 
To day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. Paul 
alſo, ſeems evidently to contraditt this falſe notion 
when he ſays, I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, hav- 
ing a deſire to depart, and be with Chriſt, which is 


far better. Nevertheleſs, to abide in the fleſh is 


more needful for you.“ Surely, the apoſtle would 
have been in no ftrait, had he entertained any 
idea of the ſoul's ſleeping, till the day of the ge- 


neral reſurrection. To a ſoul ſo filled with the 


love of God, and love to God, as the apoſtle was, 


'life muſt have been much more defirable (on his 
own account as well as that of others) than a ſtate 
of inſenſibility and inattivity. Beſides, the apoſ- 


tle ſpeaks very confidently to the contrary : We 


are confident I ſay, and willing to be abſent from 


the body, and to be preſent with the Lord.” The 
ſpirits of juſt men at death, are expreſsly ſaid to 
be made perfe&, and to conſtitute a part of the 


church of the firſt born in heaven. Having en- 


deavoured to prove, that the opinion of the ſoul's 

ſleeping at death is groundleſs, I proceed to con- 
ſider my text, as deſcribing the ſleep of the be- 
liever's body. The grave, to which we ſhall ſopn 


commit the body of our deceaſed friend, is now a 


ſafe 
t Luke XX111, 43s u Phil. le 23; 24. W 2 Cor, Ye 8. 5 
| x Heb, xii. 2g. 


= 
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ſafe repoſitory, and dormitory, to the redeemed of 
the Lord. Our bleſſed Immanuel has perfumed 
it by his own reſidence in it, as well as brought 
life and immortality to light, through the goſpel.” 
We may, therefore, now unite in ſinging with 
Dr. Watts, 


or 


1 15 The graves of all his ſaints he bleſs'd, 

Ul . And ſoften'd ev'ry bed; 

Will Where ſhould the dying members reſt, = 
Wh! = But with their dying head. ö 


Let us now attend to the propriety of our Lord's 
repreſenting death, under the pleaſing image of 
-Neep. 


1 1. Death, like ſleep is a ceſſation from labour 
1 and trouble, and proves a retreat from the buſi- 
1 nnels and buſtle of human life. This idea is con- 
5 firmed by a voice from heaven, which ſays, Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead which die in the Lord, for they 1 
reſt from their labours. The indefatigable Hoſ- 1 
kins, the friend, the miniſter and ſervant of Chriſt, F 
now ſleepeth. Worn out with the fatigues of a 
moſt laborious day of life, he is juſt retired to reſt, |} 
In death, the righteous reſt from the vanities and 
vexations of this world; and from all the perſecu- J 
; tions ⁵ 
7 2 Tim. l, 10, 


\ 


(9 1 
tions of the preſent ſtate : for there the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling and the weary are at reſt.* 


They reſt from all the croſſes and afflictions laid 


on them by the correcting hand of their heavenly 
father. The world can no more deceive them ; 
nor the fleſh allure them ; nor Satan buffet them. 
They reſt from all labour, in ſerving the Lord; 
and pain, in ſuffering for him. 


2. Sleep, is a pleaſing image of death. as prove 
ing no interruption to. the life of the ſoul. As 


natural ſleep, does not effect, or occaſion, a ceſ- 


ſation of life to the ſoul: ſo neither does death 


prove an interruption to the life of the ſoul, bus 


becomes advantageous to it. The faint at death, 
is divided; his ſpirit returns to God, who gave it: 
and the body ſleeps with its mother earth, till it 
is new formed and faſhioned like unto Chriſt's 
glorious body.* While the body fleeps, the ſoul 
awakes to immortal day; it is freed from its fet- 
tered ſtate, and enjoys perfect enlargement above. 
Thus Paul aſſures us Chriſt died for us, that whe- 
ther we wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together with. 
him. And every believer, at death may fay, with 


reſpect to my body, I ſleep, but my foul awaketh. 
As I have lived in the newneſs of a ſanQtified life 


here, fo I ſhall live in the fulneſs of the ſpiritual 
| C 2 


2 Job iii. 17. 2 Eccles, xii, 7. 


[8] 


and divine life above. While here, the believer 


| often exclaims with the apoſtle, O wretched man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 


death? Here the apoſtle alludes to a ſhocking 


cuſtom among the Romans, of having a dead body 
chained to a living one. Thus diſagreeable, to a 
renewed ſoul, is the body of ſin and death, which 
the believer carries about with him. Death, there- 


fore, gives a happy releaſe to the ſoul, and proves 


no hindrance to its life, but becomes an enlarge- 
ment of it. Could our departed brother, now 


ſpeak of che happineſs and glory he poſſeſſes, while 
his body ſleeps before us, he would ſay, Weep 
not for me, but weep for yourſelves; who in your 
embodied ſtate, ſee but in part, and know but in 
part; and frequently have reaſon to ſay, © With- 
out are fightings, within are fears.” 


3. Sleep is a ſuitable emblem of death as being 
both defirable and neceſſary. Death cannot in- 
deed be deſirable to ungodly men in general ; but 
it is to the new-born ſoul. He partakes of a new, 
and divine nature, the tendency of which 1s, to- 


wards God and heaven. And heavenly and im- 
mortal objects, attract his ſoul more powerfully 


than' the magnet does the iron. That which 1s 


born of the fleſh, is fleſh ; and that which is born 


of 


b Rom, vii. 24. 


34 


1 
* 
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of the ſpirit, is ſpirit.* | As, in our natural birth, 


ve bear the image of the firſt man Adam; fo, in 
our new birth, we bear the image of the ſecond 


man, the Lord from heaven. Now, the apoſtle 
ſaith, as is the earthy, ſuch are they alſo that are 
earthy ; and, as is the heavenly, ſuch are they 
alſo that are heavenly.* It ſeems natural, there- 
fore, for thoſe who bear the image of the heavenly, 
to defire a diſmiſſion from earth, and an admiſſion 
to heaven. To be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
is to them far better than continuing here, —As 
fleep is natural, and is coveted by man and beaſt, 


ſo it is alſo neceſſary. It is neceſſary for the 


chriſtian to ſleep in death, that the leprous houſe 
of his tabernacle ſhould be taken down, and that 


the ſoul, freed from ſinful fleſh and blood, might 


ſhare in thoſe beatifying glories, which are ſuited 


to its divine, and heavenly nature. Fleſh and 


blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.“ Death 


is now. neceſlary, in general, even for the body; 


that, by dropping its terreſtrial particles in the 
grave, it may ſhare in the glories of the reſurrec- 
tion, and the ſaint partake of full conformity to 
the divine Redeemer, both in body and ſoul. 
The believer knows, that his Redeemer liveth ; 


and, though worms deſtroy his body, yet he is 


confident, that in his fleſh (as raiſed and purified) 
t | | C 2 he 
$ John Tra 6. d 1 Cor, XV. 47» 48, E 1 Cor. xv. 30 
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he ſhall ſee God whom bs: ſhall fee for hinifelf, 


and his eyes ſhall behold him, and not another. 
Hence, he fays with Job, reſpecting this life, I 
loathe it, I would not live always. It is deſirable 
to go to reſt, in pleaſing hopes of a refurreQion to 
eternal life. 


4. Death, like ſleep, | is ſatisfying to the true 


believer. How ſatisfying is ſleep, when ſleepleſs 
nights have been appointed us! How ſatisfying to 
the weary pilgrim to reach the place of reſt, after 
being fatigued with the toils of his pilgrimage ! 
The pleaſures of reſt, muſt be highly gratifying to 
thoſe who have endured hardneſs as good foldiers. 


Death, indeed, 'is the wiſe and juſt appointment 


of God, as the wages of fin. But to a real faint, 


the tyrant is diſarmed ; and his death is precious 


in the eyes of the Lord,” He rejoices that it is 


his laſt enemy, and the avenue to the reſurrection 


life. Hence, he triumphs in death ſaying, O 
death'! where is thy ſting? O grave! where is 
thy victory? Thanks be to God, who giveth me 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —The 


- pious pſalmiſt, connecting the certainty of "1 


with the joys of the reſurreftion, expreſſes the 
Higheſt ſatisfaQion in the latter; though at the 
fame time, he knew he muſt go through the for- 

| mer 
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mer to the poſſeſſion of that glory. It is the pro- 
ſpett of awaking again to everlaſling life, that will 
enable chriſtians to embrace the ſleep of death, ei- 
ther with calmneſs, or joy. We ſhall not only 
awake; but in the divine likeneſs. It doth not yet 
appear what we ſhall be; but we know, that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall 


ſee him as he is.“ O beatifying viſion! O the 
unveiled glories of the reſurrection! They are 


inconceivable; and conſequently, unutterable. It 
is the happineſs of ſaints: upon earth, to be like 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but when the angel ſhall ſwear by 
him that liveth forever and ever, that time ſhall 
be no longer; then they ſhall have the unſpeak- 
able felicity of being awakened to bear the like- 
neſs of Chriſt's glorified body. How glorious will 
tes corruptible body of our departed friend then 
appear! And how ſhould ſuch hopes, calm our 
3 minds on the death of friends! *Tis anly a tem- 
; porary, not an —_— e 80 e ve may 
fing with Dr. Watts; 


: * 
4 han? d in glorious grace, 
— 1 Shall theſe vile bodies ſhine; 
iÞ And ev'ry ſhape, and ev'ry face, 


Look heav' Ui and Ait. 
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Having thus far explained, and applied the text 
to our deceaſed friend, I proceed 


Fifthly, To addreſs afflitted mourners, and all 
preſent, on this affeding providence. God give 
us grace, to liſten to the inftrutions conveyed to 
us hereby 


As I have already given the charattef of the 
deceaſed, by accommodating my text to the pre- 


ſent occaſion,* I ſhalll now confine my thoughts, 


principally, to the living. Although the afflicted 


widow, and mourning parents of the deceaſed, are 


not preſent on this very diſtreſſing occaſion ; yet, 
I can by no means forget them. And my hearty 
prayer to God for the former is, that under the 
ſorrows of widowhood, ſhe may find her Maker to 


, be her huſband; and experience the truth and 


ſweetneſs of God's being the judge of the widow, 
in his holy habitation.” My heart feels alſo for 
the aged parents, who muſt: be greatly wounded 
by this ſtroke. And how can I better expreſs 


a | N my 
k Ifai. liv. 6. 1 Pſalm Ixviii, 5; 


* Poffibly the ſermon may be cenſured for want of regularity in 


the compoſition ; but the author hopes, that the circumſtances 
mentioned in the addreſs to the church, will plead as an excuſe 
with every candid perſon. And as it was delivered, in the fore- 

oing efder, without the leaſt thought of printing it, he now pre- 


rs ſending it forth in its original method, rather than by material 
alterations to let it carry the air of ſpuriouſneſs. 


\ 
oh 


T6 1 


my ſympathy with them, and defire for them, than 
to pray that God may give to them in his houſe, 
and within his walls, a place and a name, better 
than of ſons and daughters; yea, an everlaſting 


name, that ſhall not be cut off.“ And may every 


other relative, hear the divine voice in this pain- | 
ful providence, which ſpeaketh louder than with 
a voice of thunder, * Be ye alſo ready; for, in 
ſuch an hour as ye think not of, the Son of man 
cometh. But what ſhall I ſay for the comfort and 
ſupport of this bereaved church of Chriſt. I can 


more eafily mourn with you, than ſpeak to you. 


What a loſs has this church ſuſtained! What can 
I fay for your relief? Your paſtor is not here, as 
to his better part: he is riſen, For him to live 
was Chriſt ; to die was gain. Though dead he 
yet ſpeaketh, ſaying, © Ariſe ye and depart, for 
this is not your reſt ; it is polluted.” And under 
this very painful ſtroke of providence, where can 
I lead you for relief better, than to the word of 


God; and the work of Chriſt. One promiſe, (if 


mixed with faith) will tend to dry up every tear, 
and relieve your burdened hearts. Thus faith the 
faithful God, and glorious king of Zion; I will 


give you paſtors after mine own heart, who ſhall 
feed you with knowledge and underſtanding.” 
From the word of God, I would lead you to the 


S Vork 


m Iſai. lvi. 5, n Jerem. iii. 15. 
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work of Chriſt, for encouragement and hope. He 
18 aſcended up on high, to give paſtors and teach- 
ers: for the perſecting of the ſaints, for the work 
of che miniltry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt.” The reſidue of the Spirit is with the 
Lord. And the Redeemer's tender affeQion for, 


and unremitting care of his church, is the ſame 


yeſterday (under the Jewiſh ſtate) to day, (under 
the goſpel) and forever. Under your preſent pain- 
ful feelings remember, therefore, that as the friends 
of Jeſus, and members of the ſame family, it be- 
comes you to be united in counſel and affeQtion, 
as you are in intereſt. Vou have loſt a praying 
paſtor; therefore, it becomes you to be more dili- 


gent than ever in prayer for yourſelves. God will 


be enquired of, by the houſe of Iſrael, to do all 


things for them.” Love as brethren and friends. 
Cleave to God, and to one another. Keep the 


unity of cke Spirit! in the bond of peace. See that 
ye fall not out by the way. In honour preſer one 
another: : and look to God, who can do exceed- 
ing and abundantly more for you than you can 
aſk or think. Therefore, be inſtant in prayer, 
watching in the ſame with all perſeverance; re- 
membring what the Lord ſays, Call upon me and 
I will anſwer thee, and ſhew thee great and mighty 
things 1 which thou knowelt not." Tour late dear 


paſtor, 


© Eph. iv. 11, 12. p Exzck. xxxvi:, $7, q Jerem. xxxiii. 3. 
1 1 is * — ; SF... | - y ; 
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paſtor, the Lord's day evening before his death, 
heard a ſermon on theſe words; and though he 
was very weak and ill, he declared he would not 
have been abſent on any account, for he had re- 
ceived more under it than he could relate. After 
ſervice, he vas conducted home by the aſſiſtance of 
two friends; and never more went out of his 
houſe ; and about ten o'clock on the following 
Lord's day, was called to ſce the great and mighty 
things, which as yet he knew not. Thus his fick- 
neſs was, ſhort; for on one ſabbath, he preached 
in the church militant; and the next, he was con- 
ducted to the church triumphant. The following 
account of his illneſs and death was ſent to me 
this morning. The great patience and tranquiliiy 
of mind which he diſcovered during his confine- 
ment, is ſcarcely to be conceived. His complaint 
being an imflammation on his lungs, it gave him 
great pain to ſpeak much; but at the ſame time, 
enjoyed the perfet excerciſe of his underſtanding, 

till within a few minutes of his death. A day or 
two before this took place, Mrs. Hoſkins deſired 
him, if his mind was free from diſtreſs, to lift up 
his hand; and he immediately lifted both. On 
the morning of his departure, ſhe hinted to him 
that his diſſolution was approaching; and deſired 
to know whether he was perfectly ſenſible. He 
anſwered with lifted hands, That is very well, it 


v8 
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ts welcome: ſo be it. A friend ſtanding by, told 
him that he was Youu near glory. He replied, 


That is a mercy.” His laſt words, (and which he 


uttered with great difficulty) were, I ſhall now, 
ariſe and ſhine _—He attempted to add ſomething 
more, but his voice failed; and he be fell 
afleep in Jeſus. 


We are now going to perform the laſt office for 
him, in committing his body to the duſt; in ſure 
and certain hope of a reſurrettion to eternal life. 
And what improvement ſhould each of us make 


of ſach a ſolemn and ſpeaking providence ? My 


dear brethren in the miniftry, with myſelf, ſhould 
hereby be quickened to be up and doing, to fill 
up the breach now made in the church of God. 
And, as we know not the day of our death, how 
ſhould we be excited to activity in our maſter's 


cauſe ; knowing, that his enemics are too numerous, 


and his friends too few. We have at longeſt, but 
a little time to labour for the beſt of maſters; for, 


ſhortly we muſt put off this tabernacle, as our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed us.” And now, to cloſe 
all in a general addreſs. How ſhould each be 
taught by the preſent providence to ſay with Iſaac, 
I know not the day of my death.“ And with Job, 


I know thou wilt bring me to death, and to the 


houſe 


Y 2 Pet. 1. 13. S Gen. xxvli. 2. 
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houſe appointed for all living; and to enquire 
whether we are ready. And while you attend 
the remains of our departed brother to the grave, 
may the addreſs which will there be delivered to 
you, prove uſeful to your precious and immortal 
ſouls. May ve learn with the apoſtle Paul, to die 


daily, that as living the life, and dying the death 


of the righteous, it may at laſt be ſaid of us, Our 
Friends ſleep. Amen and Amen. 


£ Job xxx. 23. 
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' ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 1 
1 ſubſtance of the following addreſs was 

delivered at the interment of Mr. Hoſkins, 
without the leaſt thought of its being printed. As 
it has ſince, been earneſtly requeſted, that it might 
accompany the foregoing ſermon, the author has 
endeavoured to recollet it, as exactly as poſſible. 
And he thinks, that on compariſon, the intelli- 
gent hearer will obſerve no material difference, 
either, in arrangement, or dition, between the 
following, and that which was delivered at the 
grave. 1 
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Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 


* 


IN HILE we ſtand among the tombs of the 


deceaſed, and view the lifeleſs remains of 


a dear departed friend, we feel the force of Iſaiah's 
language, as he proclaims, * All fleſh is graſs, and 


all the goodlineſs of man as the flower of the field: 


the graſs withereth, and the flower fadeth, becauſe 


the Spirit of the Lord bloweth on it.” Hiſtory and 


experience evince the mortifying truth, that man 
who is born of a woman hath but a ſhort time to 
live, and is full of trouble; he cometh forth as a 


flower and is cut down: he fleeth away alſo as a 
ſhadow, and continueth not. Our age is as nothing 
before God; every man, at his beſt eſtate, is al- 
together vanity. The grave 1s opening her mouth 


do receive us, and is conſtantly reading filent lec- 


tures to ſurvivors, on the moſt intereſting ſubjefts. 
Death has a peculiar ſolemnity, both in its nature 
and conſequences. It cuts aſunder the tender ties 
of relation and friendſhip; and trips us of every 
earthly 
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earthly enjoyment. It deſpoils the wiſe man of 
his wiſdom; the rich man of his riches; and the 


ſtrong man of his ſtrength ; and conſigns them to 


nakedneſs, putrifattion and duſt. It ſummons im- 
mortal ſouls to the bar of God, to have their cha- 
raters marked, and their ſtates fixed forever. 
Thus, death ſways his ſceptre over the univerſe 
without diſtinction, and brings all on a level. 


Princes and peaſants; wiſe and ignorant; rich 


and poor, meet together in the grave. There is 
no diſcharge in this warfare; for, duſt we are, 
and unto duſt we muſt return. 


As death is certain and ſolemn, ſo, in ſome 
circumſtances, it is peculiarly affecting. Relations 
and offices, generate mutual affections, and pro- 
duce the moſt poignant grief in feeling the part- 
ing ſtroke. Parents, follow their beloved children 
to the grave with weeping and lamentation, and 
will not be comforted, becauſe they are not. 
Children bewail the loſs of their parents ; 
eſpecially while they review the kindneſs, care 
and proviſion, of theſe affectionate benefaQtors. 
Huſbands and wives, caſt the laſt wiſhful look 
on the lifeleſs remains of the deſire of their 
eyes, and are inconſolable. And an affe&tion- 
ate people, now. ſurround the opened grave of 
their beloved paſtor, ſorrowing moſt of all, becauſe 
they ſhall ſee his face no more, 
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What an alteration does a few days make in us! 
Like leaves in autumn, we wither, decay, and 
die! All that is deſireable in us is conſumed away 
as the moth. You ſee it in our dear departed 


friend! His countenance is changed to a mortal 


paleneſs, and his eyes are cloſed in death! The 
tongue you have heard with ſo much pleaſure, is 
now, ſilent as the grave. His hands, which mi- 
niſtered to the neceſſities of the poor, are turned 
to cold, damp clay; and we are now conſtrained 
to bury him out of our fight, as food for worms, 
and deſtined to original duſt. No more ſhall his 
ardent zeal be ſeen in preaching the precious goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor in warning men of their 
danger, and beſeeching them to be reconciled to 
God! No more ſhall fouls be converted to God 
from the error of their ways, by his miniſtration ;_ 
nor his dear flock, again ſeek the bread of life, from 
their beloved paſtor! The hungry will no longer 
be fed; nor the naked be clothed ; nor the ſick 
and thoſe in priſon, be viſited by him! No! his 
race is run; his courſe is finiſhed ; and, we truſt, 


his crown is ready in heaven. He had his im- 


perfections in a mortal ſtate ; but on an impartial 


review of his excellencies and defetts, the latter 


bear no proportion to the former : and theſe de- 
fetts, are now perfectly done away. To you, 


therefore, who once ſtood in the neareſt relation 
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to him by nature or friendſhip; and eſpecially to 


his dear church and people, I addreſs the apoftle's 
language, ſorrow not as others who have no 


hope.“ Let the expectations of the chriſtian, ſof- 


ten the feelings of the friend. Thoſe who fleep in 
Jeſus will God bring with him. In a ſhort time, 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall ariſe, and we who are alive 
ſhall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and ſo we 
ſhall ever be with the Lord. Such a proſpeft, is 
finely calculated to ſoften our ſorrows, and to 
animate our fouls, in the preſent ſtate. This de- 
lightful period, will be the coronation day of all the 


Lord's redeemed people. A day wherein their 


reſt, their honour, their deſires and their joy, will 
be perfefted. Jeſus Chriſt will change their vile 


bodies, and faſhion them like unto his glorious 


body, according to the power whereby he is able 
to ſubdue all things to himfelf. The ſaints ſhall 
ſee his face in righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied when 


they awake up after his likeneſs. God himſelf will 


wipe away all tears from their eyes, and lead them 
to fountains of living waters, he will be their God, 
and they ſhall be his people forever. ei] 


Among this happy throng, we hefittate not 


to rank our departed brother. Hail, happy 


ſoul! you have paſſed through all the ſtorms of 
| | | | hte, a 
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life, and reached the bliſsful ſhore above! ' You 


are. emerged from behind a dark cloud, into. the 
ſplendour of eternal day! Now you. experience 
the ineffable ſweetneſs and glory, contained in the 
text of your: laſt ſermon ! Then ſhall the righte- 
ous ſhine forth as the fun. in the kingdom of their 


father! May we ere long be counted worthy to 


join the. general aſſembly in heaven; where we 
ſhall caſt our crowns at Immanuel's feet, and ſing 


the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, for ever !— Till 


that happy day arrives, let us remember that Jeſus 
governs the church and the world; and exerciſes 
the greateſt ſympathy towards his people, in their 
diſtreſſes. He will feed his flock like a ſhepherd; 


he vill gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 


them in his boſom; and gently lead thoſe who 
are with young. Though deareſt friends and 
miniſters, are taken away; yet, becauſe Jeſus lives, 
we ſhall live alſo. He will never leave nor for- 
ſake his people; but be with them unto the end. 


In this confidence, permit me to addreſs a few 


words to you, before we take a laſt leave of the 


remains of our departed brother. I tenderly ſym- 
pathiſe with you on account of your great, and, 
in ſome reſpetts, irreparable loſs; but remember 
that the Lord gaye, and the Lord hath taken 
away; and that it is our duty and happineſs with 

chearfulneſs 
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chearfulneſs to 75 bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. And now you ſurround the grave of your 
late dear paſtor, ſeriouſſy review the improvement 


you have made of his miniſtrations. Has it been 


in proportion to the means with which you have 
been bleſt? Do you enjoy reconciliation with God 
through our Lord jeſus Chriſt? - Are you de- 
voted to God in diſpoſition and conduct? Can we 
congratulate you as perſons who, by reaſon of uſe, 


have their ſenſes exercifed in divine things? And, 


Who are looking for, and haſting to, the coming 
of the day of God? If this be your happy caſe ; 

how tranſporting will be your future meeting with 
your departed miniſter, when you ſhalt be his 


crown and joy of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord 


Jeſus! To give full evidence of your attainments 
in the divine life, and of your future proſpetts, 
attend to the advice of the facred writers. Be ye 
ſteadfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord. Strive together for 
the faith of the goſpel, and the love of the Spirit. 


Pray for the proſperity of Zion in her widowed 
ſtate. Entreat the Lord to ſend you a ſerious, 


zealous, diſintereſted paſtor, who may be wife to 


win ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt; and feed you with know- 


ledge and underſtanding, according to his will, 
And, may this awakening providence, rouſe you 
. to 
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to improve every talent, means, and moment, for 
your ſpiritual progreſs and eſtabliſhment; that you 
may ſtand perfect and compleat in all the will of 
God! Without the ſpirit and bleſſings of real re- 
ligion, all created good is incapable, either to ſup- 
ply our wants, or to gratify our defires. It can 
neither bring tranquility to the ſoul, nor ſupport 
under the ſorrows of life, nor difarm death of its 
terrors. Theſe bleſſings are derived from an inte- 
reſt in the death of Jeſus; and the influence of 
divine grace. By poſſeſſing theſe favours, ſaints 
are prepared for the changes and iſſues of life. 
How pleaſing is it to ſee men thus qualified, ſtand 
at the cloſe of life, with a conſciouſneſs of having 
ſought God and his ſalvation; and with a delight- 

ful proſpett of the glory which God hath promiſed 
to his people! Under ſuch impreſſions and views, 
Moſes aſcended the mount to reſign his ſpirit to 
God. With ſuch a happy frame, Simeon longed 
to be diſmiſſed from this world: and thus Stephen 
left it. And, as a recent inſtance, your late dear 
miniſter breathed his laſt with I ſhall ariſe 
and ſhine.” a 


As ſuch a great multitnde is now crouded round 
this grave, it cannot be deemed improper to ad- 
dreſs you, on this ſolemn occaſion. ReſpeR, or 
Curiolity, may * induced you to attend the ob- 
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ſequies of an acquaintance, and a miniſter of the 


goſpel; but I hope that the providence will be 


improved by you to the moſt valuable purpoſes. 


You now tread on the duſt of predeceſſors, rela- 
tions or friends, and will ſoon alſo be numbered 
with the dead. Should we not, therefore, adept 
the words of Moſes, and earneftly pray fo teach 


us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts to wiſdom.” And wherein does this confift ? 


Surely it cannot require much time to deliberate, | 


before you decide. I appeal to you, as intelligent 
and accountable creatures, on the ſubjea. Is it 


not true wiſdom to ſeek the favour and friendſhip 


of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, before every other 


acquiſition? Is it not true wiſdom to walk with 


God, in all his appointed ordinances, and in every 


worldly connexion and employment? Is it not 
true wiſdom, to be every, moment ready for the 
important change which muſt take place at death ? 
How different are the ſtates and framesof ſaints and 


ſinners, in that awful hour! The wicked, is driven 


away in his wickedneſs, but the righteous, hath 


hope in his death. As life is a vapour, and eter- 


nal things hang On a moment of time, ſeek the 
Lord while he mai de found; call upon him while 

Li 3 the wicked forſake his ways, and 
ls man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Loxp, and he will have mercy on 


. 8 him; 


he is near. 
the unright. 
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him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. In his favour there is life, and his lov- 
ing-kindneſs is better than life itlelf. Theſe fa- 
vours, ſweeten every relation, employment and 


enjoyment, below; andameeten for the roalmy of 
W OP above. 


Under an e ſenſe of the important and 
intereſting realities now preſented to us, may I 
not charge my own ſoul, and with humility en- 
treat you my honoured brethren in the miniſtry 
(now at the grave of our brother)|to take heed to 
ourſelyes and to our dottrine, that we may both 
ſave ourſelves and thoſe who hear us. Multitudes 
around us are ruſhing to perdition: and we are 
charged to excite them to flee from the wrath to 
come. Our office is, to preach the goſpel to every 
creature ; to warn every man, and teach every 
man, in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 
man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. We are now en- 
truſted with certain talents of time, gifts, or ſub- 
tance; and in a few revolving moments, we ſhall 
not have an opportunity to promote the beſt in- 
tereſts of our fellow ereatures. Now we are called 
to watch for ſouls, as thoſe who muſt give an ac- 
count, that we may do it with joy and not with 
grief. There is, therefore, a propriety in exhort- 
Ing each other to attend to Solomon's direQion, 
5 that 
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that * whatſoever our hands find to do, we may 

do it with all our might, becauſe there is no work, 

nor knowledge, nor device in the grave, whither 

we are going.” And we have the moſt cogent 
reaſon to be diligent in was well doing, knowing, 
that in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not.— 

And now, almighty and heart-ſearching God! at 
0 the mouth of this opened grave, accept our vows, 
5 and hear our prayers! May our bodies, our 
> ſouls, our time, our talents and our all, be thine! 
= Whether we live, may we live to the Lord; 
A x whether we die, may we die to the Lord; that 
- whether we live or die, we may be the Lord's 
. forever. Amen. a 
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EXTEMPORARY ADDRESS 


To THE 


x CHURCH and CONGREGATION 
# Meeting in CASTLE-GREEN, 
Written by a Friend, the Night before the Interment, ; 


I, 
vF W HY droop ye thus your mournful heads, 
on And wipe the ſtreaming eye ? 
Your paſtor's gone; but left this earth, 
For better worlds on high. | 


: "Bo 


His ardent zeal while dere below, 
Inſpired the nobleſt aim; 
To ſound abroad the Saviour's grace, 
And honour of his name. | 
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III. 


Like antient preachers he denounc dz 


The judgments of the Lord; 
And urg'd loſt ſinners to reeciye, i 
The bleſſings of his word. 
IV. 
Where ſickneſs, join d with want, oppreſs d, 
His feet were at the door; | 


From morn to night his earneſt care, 
Was to relieve the poor, 


V; 


In alt che ſtorms of human life, * 
The lot of Adam's race: 3 „ 

He ſtill ſtood longing, with the ſaints, 
To ſee his F ather's face. 


VI. 


Now be has left this 3 world; 
And reach'd the happy ſhore; 

Where everlaſting pleaſure reigns, N >» 
And ſorrow is no more. | 


— 


E 
VII. 


There now, with all th' angelic hoſt, 
He tunes his heav'nly lays; 
And joins with Gabriel, in the ſong, 


Of never ceaſing praiſe, 


VIII. 

Then dry up ew'ry flowing tear, 

And patient here remain; 

F or ſoon you l meet in realms above, 


4 


And never part again. 
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